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Chapter 7 -Heritage Trees

". . .community forests reveal how well they are managed by the number and condition of old
trees."

As mentioned in Chapter 1, mature trees are said to provide the most benefitdue to their
large canopies, aesthetic contributions,and other measurable contributions. CityCommunity
forests reveal how wellthey are managed by the number and conditionof old trees. Old
trees typicallymake up the large
majorityof CityHeritage Tree
Programs. Heritage trees are linksto
the past that are often unique, large, or
special to the Community in some other
way. Benefitsof heritage trees include
their diversityof age and species
composition, prominence as visual land
marks, wildlifehabitat niches, sensitivity
as indicators of environmental
problems, and influenceon property
values. Typically,heritage trees are
designated as such based on their
notable historicinterest or unusual
species or size. The Cityof Carlsbad Heritage Tree Program is discussed brieflyinthe
MunicipalCode, Title11, Chapter 11.12, Section 11.12.140.
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Heritage tree programs include interpretiveand educational materials, a tree inventory,a
management plan to provide best management practices, protectionordinances, and
removal and planting procedures and policies.

A heritage tree program has been established withinthe City. The project indudes two
phases. Phase I is underway and includes the identificationof the 100 most significanttrees
withinthe STAD. These trees are located inthe older "Village"part of Carlsbad. Phase" will
include identifyingsignificanttrees inthe remaining parts of the City. Itis expected that there
willbe fewer trees identifiedas Heritage trees throughout the more recentlyestablished
portions of the City.

The City's HistoricPreservation Commission is responsible for and provides oversight for the
Heritage Tree Study. A consultant has been retained to currently identify,inventory,and map
trees in the older VillageArea of Carlsbad that meet the City's criteriafor heritage trees. This
is being accomplished by walkingthe study area street by street and alley by alleyto review
all City trees in publicareas and private trees that can be readilyseen froma public sidewalk
or thoroughfare.
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The consultantperforming the study has identifiedover 165 potential candidates representing
94 species. These will receive further review and research such as comparing the trees to
historical photos and newspaper articles to determine the final recommended list of heritage
trees.

A recommended management plan will also be developed based on current best
management practices to be utilized in maintaining the City owned trees. The information
should also be provided to the private property owners as a guide to assist them in managing
their privatelyowned trees. The intent is to have healthy trees that can live successfully for
many years before they need to be removed and replaced. When completed. this
informationwill be provided to the City for review and adoption and incorporated in the
CFMP. Recommendations will also be made on how additional heritagetrees can be added
to the list in the future.

I.,
I
~

~

! .

. .

...

I .
~

\ ...

j .L

,
L CARLSBADCOMMUNITYFORESTMANAGEMENTPLAN

APRlL,2OO2
PAGE28

!L
I
L

- - - - --- -


